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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

ELECTORAL PROVISIONS SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Electoral Provisions Sub-Committee held on 
Monday 1 August 2011. 

 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor Anthony Wells (Chairman) 
Councillor Peter John Cannon 
Councillor Keith Martin Kelly 
Councillor Bryan E Read 
Councillor Drew Swinerd 
Councillor Richard John Wells (substitute for Councillor Shippam) 
 

 
ABSENT: 
 

Councillor Chris Shippam 
Councillor Geoffrey T Prout 
 

 
 Dartford Borough Council Officers:- 

 
 Graham Harris 

Alan Twyman 
April Leask 
Irene Stapley 

– Managing Director 
– Member Services Manager 
– Electoral Services Manager 
– Electoral Services Officer 
 
  

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Shippam and Prout. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  
 
Councillor A Wells declared a personal interest in Agenda item 7, Review of 
Polling Districts and Polling Places 2011, as he is a Governor of West Hill 
Primary School which is used as a polling station. 
 
Councillor B E Read declared a personal interest in Agenda item 7, Review of 
Polling Districts and Pollling Places 2011, as he is a member of Swanscombe 
and Greenhithe Town Council and the Town Hall is used as a polling station.  
 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18 OCTOBER 2010  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Sub-committee held on 18 October 2010 be 
agreed as a correct record. 
 

4. URGENT ITEMS  
 
There were no urgent items. 
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5. REFERENCES FROM OTHER COMMITTEES, IF ANY  
 
There were no references from other committees. 
 

6. TERMS OF REFERENCE  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the terms of reference of the Electoral Provisions Sub-Committee be 
noted, including its ability to make recommendations to the Council on matters 
within its terms of reference. 
 

7. REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2011  
 
Members considered the report on the Review of Polling Districts and Polling 
Places 2011. The Member Services Manager reminded the Sub-committee 
that it was a requirement that each authority carried out a full review every 
four years and that the next review for Dartford was due to be completed by 
31st December 2011. In practice the review would need to be carried out 
before then in order for any changes to be incorporated in the annual Register 
of Electors to be published on 1st December 2011. Members were advised 
that further reviews could be carried out at any time and that it was the 
Council’s practice to undertake “light touch” reviews annually, with the last 
being reported to the Sub-committee in October 2010. It was stressed that the 
review only related to the proposed polling districts and polling places as 
these were the responsibility of the local authority whereas the provision of 
polling stations remained the responsibility of the Returning Officer. 
 
The legislative requirements for conducting the review were set out as follows: 
 

• The authority must publish the holding of the review by 
publishing a notice on its web site and in a conspicuous place in 
the borough; 

• The authority must consult the Returning Officer on its 
proposals as they apply to existing polling districts and polling 
places or on any proposed changes; 

• The Returning Officer must make representations to the 
authority which must include information as to the location of 
polling stations (existing or proposed) within polling places 
(existing or proposed); 

• The local authority must publish the Returning Officer’s 
representations within 30 calendar days of receipt; 

• The authority must seek representations from such persons as 
it thinks have particular expertise in relation to access to 
premises or facilities for persons who have different forms of 
disability. Such persons must have an opportunity to make 
representations and to comment on the Returning Officer’s 
representations; 
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• Any elector in a constituency situated in whole or in part in the 
authority’s area may make representations; 

• Representations made by any person in connection with a 
review of polling places may include proposals for specified 
alternative polling places; 

• On completion of the review the authority must give reasons for 
its decisions in the review and publish such other information as 
is prescribed (this includes all documentation forming part of the 
review including any representations or returns made during the 
consultation exercise).    

 
The four main stages of the review were also explained: 
 

• Stage 1 – Notification of the review (by means of publication of 
a notice on the council’s web site and by display in at least one 
conspicuous place within the authority 

• Stage 2- Administering the Review – The local authority should 
undertake a preliminary review of the current polling districts 
and polling places with a view to establishing their suitability 

• Stage 3 – Consultation – the consultation stage was for 
representations and comments on the existing and proposed 
arrangements for polling districts and places. There were two 
parts to this stage: 

o A compulsory submission from the Returning Officer 
which must then be published by the local authority 

o Any submissions from electors and other persons and 
bodies, including disability groups – these would be 
consulted on any proposals made by the Sub-committee 
and the Returning Officer’s proposals; 

• Stage 4 – Concluding the review – After considering all of the 
representations the local authority must decide on the most 
appropriate polling districts and polling places. Once the local 
authority has agreed the proposals they must make details 
available to the public on the Council’s web site and in at least 
one conspicuous place within the borough. All documents 
considered as part of the review, including any representations 
made, must also be published. 

 
Members were advised that stages 1 and 2 had already been completed, that 
notice of the consultation had been published and the preliminary review of 
polling districts and polling places had been carried out. The preliminary 
review was published in the form of tables contained in Appendix B to the 
report for each polling district and polling place which illustrated the electorate 
allocated to each polling district and polling place along with the comparative 
figure for 2007 when the last review had been carried out.  The Returning 
Officer’s proposals in each case were also contained in Appendix B. It was 
noted that Electoral Commission’s recommended maximum figure for the 
number of electors allocated to each polling station was 2,500 and that none 
of the current stations had reached this figure nor had any issues with the 
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existing arrangements become apparent during the recent local elections or 
highlighted from the survey of Presiding Officers carried out as part of the 
post-election review. In view of this the Returning Officer was proposing no 
changes to the existing arrangements. 
 
The Sub-committee was requested to arrive at a preliminary view as to the 
suitability of the existing arrangements with the Polling Districts and Polling 
Places for public consultation during August. It was noted that the results of 
the consultation would need to be reported back to the Sub-committee in 
September before the Sub-committee’s final recommendations could be made 
to the GAC, possibly at its 26 September meeting, but that in view of the 
timescales possibly to a GAC in October/November. 
 
The Sub-committee had regard to the tables and maps contained in the 
Appendix and generally endorsed the Returning Officer’s proposals for no 
changes but identified options for revised arrangements in Summerhouse, 
Greenhithe and Knockhall Polling Districts. It was noted that in submitting his 
apologies for the meeting the Leader of the Labour Group had commented 
that his Group did not wish to make any changes to the existing 
arrangements. 
  
In terms of Summerhouse Polling District Members felt that the current polling 
place located in the Library, Summerhouse Drive was particularly remote for 
the residents of Stonehill Woods Park. It was therefore agreed to investigate 
whether a polling station could be sited in the Park, which would require the 
current polling district to be split into two, and to consult on this as an 
alternative option. 
 
In terms of Greenhithe Polling District Members noted the relatively high and 
growing number of electors within the district and felt that it was worth 
establishing whether an additional polling station could be sited in Ingress 
Park. This could be achieved by retaining the existing mobile unit at Eagles 
Road car park and either locating a mobile unit on the riverfront walkway or, if 
this was not possible then whether to base an additional station at the British 
Legion Club, London Road which would then become a double station serving 
the residents of both Greenhithe and Knockhall Polling Districts. This would 
involve dividing the polling district into two new districts with a demarcation 
line along the Avenue. The possibility of using the proposed new 
management centre for Ingress Park as a possible polling station location in 
the future was also mentioned.  
 
With regard to Knockhall Polling District it was also noted that the electorate 
was at the top end of the range and also felt that a more central location for 
the polling station should be considered, possibly by relocating the existing 
station from the British Legion Club, London Road to the Greenhithe 
Community Centre. 
 
It was agreed that these options would be included in the consultation 
proposals and the outcome reported back to the Sub-committee at its next 
meeting. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 

(1) That the Sub-committee agrees the proposed timetable for the 
review, with any subsequent changes to be agreed in consultation with 
the Chairman; 

(2) That the Sub-Committee’s views on the current polling districts and 
places and the options identified during the meeting be noted; 

(3) That the Returning Officer’s comments on all existing polling 
stations used at elections and options for change be noted; 

(4) That the Sub-Committee’s initial review of polling districts and 
polling places be put out to public consultation during August 2011 
together with the Returning Officer’s comments on polling stations; 
and  

(5) That the organisations listed in paragraph 5.3 of the report be invited 
to comment as part of the consultation exercise.        

 
  
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 7.26 pm 
 
  

 
 

Councillor A Wells 
CHAIRMAN 


